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Washington -- U.S. Representative John Olver (D-First District)                announced today that he has nominated twenty-four high school students                from the 1st Congressional District to U.S. Military Academies.                These include West Point, the Air Force Academy, the Naval Academy,                and the Merchant Marines Academy. Nomination by a Member of Congress                is a requirement for appointment, but does not guarantee admission.

               "I was very impressed with the individuals I nominated,"                Olver said. "I applaud their commitment both to their country                and to continuing their education."

               In order to be considered, candidates must be between the ages of                17 and 21, single with no dependents, and must rank in the top 40                percent of their class. The different academies have differing minimum                academic standards in addition to these requirements. Beyond submitting                a written application, nominees must also pass strenuous physical                tests in order to be considered.

               "Although this nomination does not necessarily mean admission,                these students should be very proud of their accomplishments. I                am pleased that these communities have produced such a promising                crop of young people," Olver added.

               Nominees will learn if they have been admitted this spring. The                nominees are listed below, followed by their hometown, school and                the academy they were nominated to:

               Stephen Edick
               West Brookfield, MA
               Quaboag High School
               nominated to Air Force

               Michael Gordon
               Easthampton, MA
               Easthampton High School
               nominated to Air Force and West Point

               Melinda Kaiden
               Lee, MA
               Simon's Rock College of Bard
               nominated to Air Force and Naval

               Nicholas Marinaro
               Pittsfield, MA
               Pittsfield High School
               nominated to Air Force

               Charles Plungis, III
               Great Barrington, MA
               Berkshire School
               nominated to Naval

               Jeffrey Quetti
               Pittsfield, MA
               Pittsfield High School
               nominated to Air Force, West Point and Naval

               Isaac Fitzgerald
               Athol, MA
               Cushings Academy
               nominated to West Point and Naval
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               Ryan Hamel
               Westfield, MA
               Westfield High School
               nominated to West Point

               Antwain Hunter
               Leominster, MA
               Leominster High School
               nominated to West Point and Naval

               Christopher Lareau
               Fitchburg, MA
               Fitchburg High School
               nominated to West Point

               Meghan Vrabel
               Pittsfield, MA
               Pittsfield High School
               nominated to West Point and Naval

               Liam Walsh
               Wendell, MA
               Ralph Mahar High School
               nominated to West Point

               Scott Zolendziewski
               West Springfield, MA
               W. Spfd High School
               nominated to West Point

               Michael Bigda
               West Springfield, MA
               Holyoke Catholic High School
               nominated to Merchant Marines and Naval

               Nicole Tesoniero
               Pittsfield, MA
               Pittsfield High School
               nominated to Merchant Marines

               Mark Beaudette
               Leominster, MA
               Immaculate Heart of Mary
               nominated to Naval

               Austin Dziengelewski
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               Southwick, MA
               Southwick Tolland High School
               nominated to Naval

               Luis Fernandez
               Leominster, MA
               Groton School
               nominated to Naval

               Daniel Gwosch
               Greenfield, MA
               Tabor Academy
               nominated to Naval

               Dustin Hui
               Gardner, MA
               Gardner High School
               nominated to Naval

               Kyle Ostrowski
               Athol, MA
               Athol High School
               nominated to Naval

               Benjamin Pauli
               Leominster, MA
               Twin City Christian School
               nominated to Naval

               Nicholas Turner
               Greenfield, MA
               Cushing Academy
               nominated to Naval

               Alexander Van Thornton
               Pittsfield, MA
               Phillips Academy
               nominated to Naval
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